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REFERENCES 

■ The applicant(s) wish to make of record the references cited in the attached The People's Republic of China Office 
Action listed on the attached form PTO- 1449. Copies of the listed references are attached, where required, as are 
either statements of relevancy or any readily available English translations of pertinent portions of any non-English 
language references. 

□ A check or credit card payment form is attached in the amount required under 37 CFR §1.1 7(p). 
RELATED CASES 

□ Attached is a list of applicant's pending application(s) or issued patent(s) which may be related to the present 
application. A copy of the patent(s), together with a copy of the claims and drawings of the pending applications) 
is attached along with PTO 1449. 

□ A check or credit card payment form is attached in the amount required under 37 CFR §1.1 7(p). 
CERTIFICATION 

□ Each item of information contained in this information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of 



□ No item of information contained in this information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application or, to the knowledge of the undersigned, having made 
reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 CFR § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to 
the filing of this statement. 

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT 

■ Please charge any additional fees for the papers being filed herewith and for which no check or credit card 

payment is enclosed herewith, or credit any overpayment to deposit account number 15-0030 . A duplicate copy of 
this sheet is enclosed. 
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THE PATENT OFFICE OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 

Address: 6 Xi Tu Cheng Lu, Haidian, Beijing Post Code: 100088 



Applicant: 



Attorney: 



Application No.: 



Title of the Invention: 



KABUSHIKI KAISHA TOSHIBA 



WANG YIPING 



02121795.5 



Date of Notification: 

Date.,26 Month: 03 Year: 2004 



Notification of the First Office Action 



COPY 



1 S The applicant requested examination as to substance and examination has been carried out on the 

above-identified patent application for invention under Article 35(1) of the Patent Law of the 
People's Republic of China(hereinafter referred to as "the Patent Law"). 
□ The Chinese Patent Office has decided to examine the application on its own initiative under Article 
35(2) of the Patent Law. 

2 S The applicant claimed priority/priorities based on the application(s): 

filed in JP on 11/04/2001 filed in _on , 

filed in on ■ . filed in on , 



filed in_ on , filed in on , 

H The applicant has provided the priority documents certified by the Patent Office where the priority 
application(s) was/were filed. 

□ The applicant has not provided the priority documents certified by the Patent Office where the 
priority application(s) was/were filed and therefore the priority claim(s) is/are deemed not to have 
been made under Article 30 of the Patent Law. 

□ The application is a PCT continuation. 

3. □ The applicant submitted amendments to the application on and on , wher 

the amended submitted on .and 

the amended submitted on are not acceptable, 

because said amendments do not comply with □Article 33 of the Patent Law. 

□Rule 51 of the Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law. 

The specific reasons why the amendments are not allowable are set forth in the text portion of this 

Notification. 

4. H Examination as to substance was directed to the initial application documents as filed, 

□ Examination as to substance was directed to the documents as specified below: 

pages of the description, claims and pages of the drawings submitted on , 

pages of the description, claims and pages of the drawings submitted on , 

pages of the description, claims and pages of the drawings submitted on , 

the abstract submitted on , and the figure for the abstract submitted on . 

5. □ This Notification is issued without search reports. 

0 This Notification is issued with consideration of the search results. 

K) Below is/are the reference document(s) cited in this Office Action(the reference number(s) will 
be used throughout the examination procedure): 



No. 


Number(s) or Title(s) of Reference(s) 


Date of Publication 
(or the filing date of conflicting application) 
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CN 1186344 A 


Date: 01 Month: 0J7 Year: 1998 


2 




Date: _ Month: Year: 


3 




Date: Month: Year: 


4 




Date: Month: Year: 


5 




Date: Month: Year: 



6. Conclusions of the Action: 
□ On the Specification: 

□ The subject matter contained in the application is not patentable under Article 5 of the Patent Law. 

□ The description does not comply with Article 26 paragraph 3 of the Patent Law. 

□ The draft of the description does not comply with Rule 18 of the Implementing Regulations. 
Bl On the Claims: 

□ Claim(s) is/are not patentable under Article 25 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) . does/do not comply with the definition of inventions prescribed by Rule 2 

paragraph 1 of the Implementing Regulations. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not possess the novelty as required by Article 22 paragraph 2 of the 

Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not possess the inventiveness as required by Article 22 paragraph 3 of the 

Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not possess the practical applicability as required by Article 22 paragraph 

4 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with Article 26 paragraph 4 of the Patent Law. 

0 Claim(s) 1. 14 does/do not comply with Article 3 1 paragraph 1 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) __ does/do not comply with the provisions of Rules 20-23 of the Implementing 

Regulations. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with Article 9 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with the provisions of Rule 12 paragraph 1 of the 

Implementing Regulations. 

7. In view of the conclusions set forth above, the Examiner is of the opinion that: 

□ The applicant should make amendments as directed in the text portion of the Notification. 

H The applicant should expound in the response reasons why the application is patentable and 
make amendments to the application where there are deficiencies as pointed out in the text portion 
of the Notification, otherwise, the application will not be allowed. 

□ The application contains no allowable invention, and therefore, if the applicant fails to submit 

sufficient reasons to prove that the application does have merits, it will be rejected. 

8. The followings should be taken into consideration by the applicant in making the response: 

(1) Under Article 37 of the Patent Law, the applicant should respond to the office action within 4 
months counting from the date of receipt of the Notification. If, without any justified reason, the 
time limit is not met, the application shall be deemed to have been withdrawn. 
(2) Any amendments to the application should be in conformity with the provisions of Article 33 of the 
Patent Law. Substitution pages should be in duplicate and the format of the substitution should be in 
conformity with the relevant provision contained in 'The Examination Guidelines". 

(3) The response to the Notification and/or revision of the application should be mailed to or handed 
over to the "Reception Division" of the Patent Office, and documents not mailed or handed over to 
the Reception Divisions have no legal effect. 

(4) Without an appointment, the applicant and/or his agent shall not interview with the Examiner in the 
Patent Office. 

9. This Notification contains a text portion of 1 pages and the following attachments: 
jS 1 cited reference(s), totaling 39 pages. □ 

Examination Dept. 9 Examiner: WANG YING Seal of the Examination Departmen 
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Chinese Patent Application No.02121795.5 

Notification of the First Office Action 

This application relates to a semiconductor integrated circuit using an internal power 
supply voltage different from the external power supply voltage, and more particularly to a 
semiconductor integrated circuit in which the voltage used inside is lower than that of the 
external power supply. After examination, the examiner provides the following comments: 

Both of independent claim 1 and independent claim 14 seek to protect a semiconductor 
integrated circuit, and all of their same technical features belong to the contents disclosed in 
the prior art. For example, reference 1 (see lines 4-29, page 1 and figure 11 of the 
specification) discloses a power supply voltage (VCE in reference 1), a voltage step down 
circuit (VDC) for outputting an internal power supply voltage (VCI) lower than said power 
supply voltage to the internal power supply line (IVL), and a MOS circuit group (LC) 
including one or more MOS transistors which are supplied with said internal power supply 
voltage from said internal power supply line to operate. 

The special technical feature of claim 1 is that, a power supply voltage step down circuit 
controlled by a standby control signal indicating an operating state or a standby state, which 
outputs a first internal power supply voltage lower than said power supply voltage to the 
internal power supply line when said standby control signal indicate the operating state and 
outputs a second internal power supply voltage lower than the first internal power supply 
voltage to said internal power supply line when said standby control signal indicates the 
standby state. 

The special technical feature of claim 14 is that, said power supply voltage step down 
circuit estimates the value of the gate electrode leakage current flowing to said MOS circuit 
group, and said internal power supply voltage falls as said estimated gate electrode leakage 
current value increases. 

However, there is not related contents between the special technical features of claims 1 
and 14, so the technical features of claims 1 and 4 do no correlate technically or have a same 
or similar special technical feature, and they do not belong to a general inventive concept and 



contradict the stipulation about unity in Article 31.1 of the Chinese Patent Law. The 
application documents should be amended and the claims contradicting the stipulation about 
unity should be deleted. 

For the reasons above, this application cannot be patented based on the present text. The 
applicant should provide arguments and make corresponding amendments satisfying with the 
stipulation in due time in order to overcome the above-mentioned defects; otherwise this 
application will be finally rejected. Meanwhile the amendment should comply with Article 33 
of the Chinese Patent Law that they shall not go beyond the recitation scopes of the original 
specification and the claims. 



